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The Second Sunday in Advent                            December 6, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude        
 Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 Opening Hymn 
  “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                 No. 26 LBW 
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
 Announcements 
    
We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness                    (on screen) 
 
We Hear God’s Word  
 Children's Message 
 First Lesson - Malachi 3:1-7b 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come 
to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 
desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 

2 
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can 

stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a 
launderer’s soap. 

3 
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; 

he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. 
Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 

4 
and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former 
years. 

5 
“So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify 

against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those 
who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows 
and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of 
justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

6 
“I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of 

Jacob, are not destroyed. 
7 
Ever since the time of your 

ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have 
not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the 
LORD Almighty. 
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 Second Lesson - Luke 1:68-79 
68 

Zechariah said, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David 
70 

(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
71 

salvation from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72 

to show mercy to our ancestors 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 

    the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74 

to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
    and to enable us to serve him without fear 
75 

    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
79 

to shine on those living in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

 Gospel - Luke 3:1-6 
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 

2 
during the high-

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

3 
He went into all the 

country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

4 
As it is written in the 

book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 
Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 
And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

 

We Confess Our Faith                                              
 Nicene Creed                                                                (on screen) 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering                                            
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
  
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed  
 Anthem    
  “We Want to be Ready”                                         Price, Besig 
   The Senior Choir - Susan Amensen, Director                                                  
 Sermon  
  “God's Road Construction”                                 Pastor Jensen                

 Hymn   
  “On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry”     (v.1,2,5) No. 36 LBW 
     

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Distribution 
 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Blessing 
 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn         
  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”                               No. 271 CH                       
  Ministry of Prayer 
  Postlude 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
Greeters: Dwayne & Dee Fiihr 
Ushers: Ole & Jackie Skaar, Joel Danielson, Jacob Chodur 
Candlelighter: Dylan Ihle 
Communion Preparers: Ole & Jackie Skaar 
Communion Assistants: Judy McIlrath, Al Hermanson 
Communion Helpers: Colby Martin, Koby Hassebrock 
Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Thank 
you for filling out the white information card in front of you. You may 
put it in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you come forward 
for communion. 
 
Thank you to Jillian Lykins for playing the drum today. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward.  
 Those receiving the Lord's Supper may prepare by asking 
themselves: 

- Do I believe in Jesus as my Savior and Lord? 
- Am I sorry for my sins? 
- Have I asked Jesus to forgive me? 
- Do I believe Jesus is present in the sacrament? 

 Children who have not been prepared to receive the Sacrament 
are invited to come with their family for a blessing. If you are unable 
to come to the front to receive the sacrament, let an usher know and 
the elements will be brought to you. We also offer gluten free wafers 
and white grape juice for those who prefer those options. If you desire 
either of them, simply point to the center of the tray where they are 
available. 
 
Food Pantry. Place your items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex today. Cash donations are 
also always welcome. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate.  
 
Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments in the 
Social Hall following the worship service. This is a good time to get to 
know other members and guests a little better.  
 
Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings. 
  

Christmas Angel Gift Project. If you purchased a gift for the Angel 
Gift Project, you are reminded that gifts must be returned to the 
church by this Thursday, December 10.  
 
Attendance last Sunday:  286 
 

If you are looking for a good Christmas gift this year, please 
consider one or more of the Immanuel Anniversary Cookbooks or 
CDs. They are on sale for $10 each in the church office during the 
week. 
 
Immanuel's Senior Choir will present a 30 minute cantata, "I'll be 
Home for Christmas" by Sue Smith and Mauldin next Sunday morning 
at the 9:30 A.M. worship service. This classic celebration will stir the 
hearts of the singers and congregation with heartfelt stories of 
Christmas. The incredible songs of the seasons, some familiar and 
some new, make this Christmas musical very special and enjoyable to 
sing or to listen. The choir will also be presenting “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas” at Bethany Manor on December 17 at 1:30 P.M.  
  

Christmas Eve Services. Your talents are needed for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. These are opportunities for 
worship and inspiration through word and music. If you would like to 
have a part, please let Emily Anderson know or call the church office 
by next Sunday, December 13 with the title of your music or reading. 
 
Update: Janice Peterson is now at Cedar Place. Myrle Shaw and 
Roger Auestad are residing now at Bethany Manor. 
 
Thanks to all those who helped set up and decorate the sanctuary 
Christmas tree last Sunday. Special thanks to Judy McIlrath, Linda 
Thompson and Claudia Fuhrman for decorating the narthex and the 
social hall. 
 
Thanks to Jaynee Christian and others who helped organize and 
bring items for the Christmas Tea and Bazaar held yesterday. It was 
a wonderful event. 
 
With the Advent season upon us you might be beginning to put 
together your shopping list for Christmas. There are always a few 
people on many lists that are extremely hard to shop for. What if you 
could give gifts with extra meaning this year? Gifts that will change 
lives around the world? More and more people are rethinking the 
tradition of gift-giving by instead, giving gifts in honor of friends and 
loved ones. There are several catalogs on the shelf in the narthex 
from various organizations that allow you to give one or more animals 
to people in need around the world. Any questions, talk to the 
pastors. 
 

 

               

                             The second candle lit on the Advent Wreath is  
                             called The Bethlehem Candle. It is a symbol of   
                             the preparations being made to receive and  
                             cradle the Christ Child. 
 
 



Bethany Life Volunteers Bake Sale & Craft Fair! On Sunday, 
December 13

th
, the Bethany Life Volunteers will be holding their 

annual Bake Sale & Craft Fair in the lobby of Bethany Manor.  
Starting at 9 AM, you can purchase homemade potato cakes, rolls, 
bars, pies, cakes, cookies, as well as handmade crafts such as 
embroidered dish towels, quilts, table runners, scrubbies, etc. If you 
wish to bake something and donate it, please drop it off at Bethany 
Manor on Saturday, December 12

th
. Then, please come by Sunday 

morning, December 13
th
 and support our mission by purchasing gift 

items or treats lovingly made by our Bethany Volunteers! 
 
The Daily Texts is a unique devotional book used by millions of 
people around the world. We will be ordering 2016 Daily Texts at a 
group rate of $7.00 a copy. Sign up today in the narthex or call the 
church office by tomorrow. 
 
Thank You - I want to thank you for praying for me and supporting 
me as I went to the 45th Annual National Youth Workers Convention 
in November!! God is doing big things in churches all across the 
States and it was a great time of worship, learning and networking for 
me.  I am so excited to be back in Story City and to work with our 
amazing youth and families!! God is Good!    -- Zachary <>< 
 
Reminders 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing. Feel free to take your little one there during 
the service if the need arises.  

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book, both 
regular and large print editions, and the new "Connections" 
magazine are on the shelf in the narthex. 

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 We will have an Immanuel Family Christmas Party today, 
starting at 4:00 in the Immanuel Social Hall. Everyone young or old 
is welcome to come to this intergenerational event! We'll have a 
“white elephant” gift exchange for the adults and an ornament 
exchange for the kids. Each adult brings a funny wrapped present 
you’d like to re-gift. Each child brings a wrapped, inexpensive 
ornament to exchange. We’ll begin with a Christmas devotion and 
share a potluck supper after the gift exchange.  

 Riverside Bible Camp's Christmas Party will be held tonight 
from 6-8 P.M. in the dining hall at camp. This is a free event for 
people from the community of all ages. Come and enjoy hot cocoa, 
wagon rides, cookie decorating, crafts, Christmas carols, candle 
lighting. A short message will also be given. 

 Seasoned Souls Christmas Caroling. All members of Immanuel 
are invited to join the Seasoned Souls for Christmas Caroling next 
Sunday, December 13 at 4 P.M. Please meet at the church. 

 Sunday School Christmas Program. Our Kingdom Kids (preschool 
- 1st grade) and Young Disciples (2nd-6th grades) will present their 
Christmas program Sunday, December 20 during the worship 
service. The 2nd-6th graders will have an additional program practice 
on Saturday, December 19 at 9 A.M. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Those recovering from surgery or other health problems. 

 Victims of violence in our country and around the globe. 
 

 

 

We praise God for: 

 The "road construction" He is doing in our hearts and world. 

 Opportunities to bring His love to others. 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY December 6th from 

3:30-4:45PM.  Bring a friend and get ready for some fun! 

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY December 6th from 2:00-

3:15PM.  Bring a friend and get ready for some fun! 
 

Youth Quake Parent Meeting - All Parents of students signed 

up for the January 8th-10th event, we are meeting TODAY 

from10:45AM-11:00AM in the Chapel. During this meeting 

important forms will be handed out along with a schedule of 

events for the weekend.  

 

Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Winter Wind Down - This Saturday December 12th from 4-

6PM, we will be having a "Winter Wind Down" at church!  Come 

join us for a relaxing time before final tests and projects 

begin.  We will have popcorn and soda and fun activities that 

day and all we need is YOU!  Bring a friend and we will see you 

there. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Wonder of Christmas 
 

At Christmas, shivers in the spine have 
nothing to do with climate. Songs are sung 
not with the lips but with the heart. And 
light comes not from utilities but from the 
heavens.    — Author unknown 
 

 

 

 

December 6 - 13, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 6 - Communion Sunday 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:45 A.M. Youth Quake Parents' Meeting 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 
4:00 P.M. Immanuel Family Christmas Party 

 

Monday, December 7 
 

Tuesday, December 8 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 9 
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Class 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Class  

 

Thursday, December 10 
 7:00 P.M. Deacon Board Meeting 
 7:00 P.M. Trustee Board Meeting 
 7:45 P.M. Board of Education Meeting  
 8:15 P.M. Church Council Meeting 
 

Friday, December 11 
            

Saturday, December 12 
8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

 4:00 P.M. MS/HS Winter Wind Down at Immanuel 
 

Sunday, December 13  
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Senior Choir Cantata 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministry Meeting 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
4:00 P.M. Seasoned Souls Christmas Caroling   

 


